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MSP ROADMAP OBJECTIVES

➢ The SDMMP has objectives in the MSP Roadmap 

to prepare and implement a grazing monitoring plan 

that uses livestock for landscape-scale 

management of degraded coastal sage scrub 

(COSASC-4, COSASC-5) and grasslands/forblands

(GRASSL-4, GRASSL-5).

➢ Purpose of the MSP Grazing Monitoring Plan: 

➢ Determine the effectiveness of using grazing as 

a management tool to enhance ecological 

integrity of natural habitats on Conserved 

Lands in western San Diego County. 

➢control invasive plants, decrease fire risk, 

provide suitable habitat for MSP Species, 

and improve ecosystem functions. 

https://sdmmp.com/tracker.php?Target=veg+community&Species=SDMMP_vegcom_1&MonMgtObjType=&FireObjType=&ObjectCode=&PlanObjType=&Status=&ManagementUnit=&Year=&Short=Long&submit=Submit
https://sdmmp.com/tracker.php?Target=veg+community&Species=SDMMP_vegcom_2&MonMgtObjType=&FireObjType=&ObjectCode=&PlanObjType=&Status=&ManagementUnit=&Year=&Short=Long&submit=Submit








GRAZING MONITORING PLAN WORKING GROUP

• Asked for members in 2019

• 36 people from 22 organizations

• Held four meetings: May 2019, 

September 2019, October 2019, & 

February 2020

• Working Group developed the 3 study 

questions with objectives

• Determined qualifications for Grazing 

Research Team and suggested 

potential candidates

Grazing Research Team at Rancho 

Jamul Site Visit, October 2020



GRAZING MONITORING PLAN OBJECTIVES
➢ How effective is grazing at reducing fire risk?

➢ Objective 1: To reduce flammable non-native herbaceous 

fuels to protect preserve from fire ignitions and spread.

➢ Objective 2: To reduce native and non-native fuel loads in a 

fuel break to protect preserve from fire.

➢ Can grazing effectively enhance disturbed native grassland and 

forbland habitats?

➢ Objective 1: To reduce nonnative annual grasses and forbs in 

disturbed native grasslands and forblands.

➢ Objective 2: To increase native forb, grass and shrub cover, 

and bare ground. 

➢ Can grazing enhance disturbed native coastal sage scrub habitat?

➢ Objective 1: To reduce nonnative grass and forb cover in 

disturbed coastal sage scrub to increase native shrub cover 

and bare ground and improve habitat for MSP species such 

as Quino checkerspot, California gnatcatcher, and black-tailed 

jackrabbit.



NEXT STEPS

➢ UC Berkley research team

➢ Pilot monitoring study at RJER & HCWA

➢ Timeline:

➢Currently – literature review

➢Winter 2021 design plan and pilot study

➢Spring 2021 implement pilot study


