
Status and Management in San 

Diego County



Pond turtle restoration in San Diego 2018
I. Investigations for new populations/translocation sites

II. Invasive species removal for future translocations

III. Monitoring current translocations
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Impacts
•Roads

•Access/recreation

•Habitat alteration

•Water availability

•Invasive species



Investigations for new populations & translocation sites
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Preparing sites for translocation
San Dieguito and San Diego Restoration Efforts—

•Bullfrog removal at two sites in each watershed

•Over 3,400 bullfrogs removed



--Sycuan Peak Ecological Reserve--
•Headstarting

• 5 juveniles released in 2013

• 5 more released in 2014

• Monitoring to determine success & document recruitment

•Invasives removal

• Utilize traps, nets, airguns, visual encounter surveys to 

remove nonnative aquatic species

• Continue nonnative species removal as needed



SPER Turtle Monitoring

•Monitoring activity and habitat use:

•Monitoring for recruitment:



Sycuan Peak ER Turtle Captures 2002-2018
Recapture data and demography- No young turtles until 2013

2003 - 2009

2013

2014





SPER Invasive Species  Monitoring

•Monitoring for nonnative aquatic species re-invasion:





--Rancho Jamul ER--

•CDFW Reserve

•Actively managed for 

conservation/restoration

•Ponds are > 1.75 km from nearest paved 

roads

•Nonnative aquatic species removal

•Hard release of translocated adults



--Rancho Jamul ER--
•Seine nets, hand capture, traps, and airguns have 

been used to prepare the site for turtles 

•Over 400 African clawed frogs, 60 bullfrogs, and 

800 crayfish have been removed prior to 

translocation

•Turtles were translocated between September and 

October of 2014 and again in Sept. 2015

•Over 4,900 bullfrogs & 3,800 crayfish have been 

removed in 2017-2018



--Rancho Jamul ER--
•In one week-2,441 crayfish, 104 clawed frogs, 22 

bullfrogs






